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of Hindu Ethics is clearly expressed throughout this Kavya while
describing the nature and actions of 5nkr^na the incarnation of
God Visnu and of God 5iva. Moreover the speciality of this Kdvya
lies also in realising contemporary religious rivalries about the true
nature of Godhood.
III. RELIGIOUS BELIEFS:

Agastya felt the pinch of the religious rivalries of his contem-
porary society. At that time having forgotten the true concept of
Godhood, two religious cults namely 5'aivism and Vaisnavism were
at loggerheads. They were attacking each other. Each claimed the
monopoly of truth for itself and proclaimed the supremacy of its
own deity. The literary output of the day also reflected the conflict
between the two sects. Thus when the sectarian fanaticism and
conflict was rampant Agastya came out with his spirit of tolerance
and syncretism. He was of the opinion that the true concept of Di-
vinity ofsmrti philosophy as enshrined in MAHABHARATA alone
could bring in prosperity to humanity. So he took to the writing
of BALABHARATA. The MAHABHARATA with its message
conveyed through the G^ta, declares:- "Whatever celestial form a
devotee seeks to worship with faith I (the Supreme God repre-
sented by Krsna in the epic) stablise the faith of that particular
devotee in that very form".5 So he wants to suggest that there is
no rivalry between God Siva and Visnu, but they represent the
various functions of the same Supreme Divinity.

Hence, at the beginning of this Kavya itself, while describing
the moon Agastya uses such words which can suggest both 5iva and
Visnu, and their mutual amity and respect. In the first verse he says
that Vedas declare (vsHi^qi^t s^Frf^T) God 5'iva who has swallowed
the 'Kdlakuta' poision that came out of the ocean (^TTfer^t^)
as the left eye of Visnu (^TO ^iT^M*) and in the second verse
Agastya suggests that God Visnu who has originated the Divine
river Ganga (^ R^Mcd ^|f) is worthy of the veneration by God

5 (Bhagavadgita - VII-21)